WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



A luggage article comprising: 
a storage compartment ; 

a first rolling means projecting from said 
storage comj^^artment ; 

a wheeled panel mechanism including a 
pivotably mounted panel, said panel having second rolling 
means ; 

a ^andle operatively associated with said 
wheeled panel mechanism, said handle being movable between 
a retracted positiork and an extended position; and 

means \ for selective deployment or 
nondeployment of said\ second rolling means when said 
handle is moved from sWid retracted position to said 
extended position. 

2. The luggage ^rticle of Claim 1, wherein 
said wheeled \panel mechanism includes a 

body portion and linkage m^ns connecting said body 
portion to said pivotably moun^d panel. 

3. The luggage articl^e of Claim 2, wherein 
said means for selsective deployment or 

nondeployment of said second rolling^ means includes: 

detent means oper\atively associated 

with said handle; 

a slider mechanism \novable in said 
body portion, said slider mechanism causing movement of 
said pivotably mounted panel between a deployed position 
where said second roller means are deployed and a 
nondeployed position where said second roller means are 
not deployed; and 

a lockdown device for locking said 
slider mechanism so that said pivotably mounted panel 
remains in said nondeployed position when said hawidle is 
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moved from said retracted position to said extended 
pos^ition, said detent means being operatively associated 
witnVsaid lockdown device in order to unlock said slider 
mechaiiism therefrom so that said slider mechanism can move 
and cause movement of said pivotably mounted panel from 
said norideployed position to said deployed position. 

The luggage article of Claim 3 , wherein 
said handle includes a pair of spaced apart 
female tubes\ secured to a frame of said storage 
compartment ; and 

\i pair of male tubes, each of which is 
slidingly engaged in respective female tubes, said 
male tubes being \oined by a gripping portion at one end 
thereof and havirtg/ free ends opposite said gripping 
portion. 

5- The liiggage article of Claim 4, wherein 
said d^ent means includes: 

a detent mechanism disposed in said 
free end of each of said male tubes, said detent mechanism 
including a detent housing and a movable detent disposed 
in said detent housing; \ 

a button mounted in said gripping 

portion ; and \ 

first and second cables connecting 
said button to said respect ivA movable detents such that 
movement of said button causes V:or responding movement of 
both of said movable detents. 

6. The luggage articl^ of Claim 5, wherein 

said female tubes\ each include a 
longitudinal slot, said slider mechanism having opposed 
portions which engage into each said respective 
longitudinal slot, said detent housing\engaging respective 
said opposed portions of said slider Uechanism, whereby 
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movement of said male tubes in said female tubes can cause 
corresponding movement of said slider mechanism in said 
booy portion. 

7. The luggage article of Claim 6, wherein 
each of said female tubes includes a 

separat^ lockdown device mounted therein, each said 
O lockdown xievice including a projection, said projection 

^ having a slider mechanism engagement portion and a detent 

^ engagement ^oi^^iori/ said opposed portions of said slider 

filO mechanism ehgaging against said respective slider 
^ mechanism engagement portions when said slider mechanism 

O is locked; 

s^id movable detent engaging against said 
detent engagement^ portion and moving said projection in 
15 order to unlock saud slider mechanism from said lockdown 
device when said p^hbutton is engaged in order to move 
said detent* 

8. The luggage article of Claim 7, wherein 
each said, lockdown device includes a spring 

20 that biases said respective opposed portions of said 
slider mechanism against said respective slider mechanism 
engagement portions; and 

said linkage \means includes at least one 
spring that biases said pivotably mounted panel into said 
25 deployed position, whereby unlotcking said slider mechanism 
will automatically move said pivotably mounted panel into 
said deployed position. 

9. The luggage articleXof Claim 8, including 
a belt having a firstyend attached to said 

3 0 body portion and a second end attaclied to said linkage 
means, said belt being operatively associated with said 
slider mechanism so that movement of saiq slider mechanism 
causes movement of said linkage means. 




second roll 



10. The luggage article of Claim 9, including 
said slider mechanism includes a 

second roller mounted to said body 

a third roller spaced apart from said 
and also mounted to said body portion; and 
said belt engaging against said first, 
second and third rollers in order to translate movement 
of said si ider\ mechanism to movement of said pivotably 
mounted panel in order to move said pivotably mounted 
panel between saicl deployed position and said nondeployed 
position. 

11. The l\iggage article of Claim 10, wherein 
said rinkage means includes a first link 

and a second link, sai^ first link is pivotably mounted 
to said panel and said ^econd link and said second link 
is pivotably mounted to\ said first link and said body 
portion, whereby when said pivotably mounted panel is in 
said nondeployed position ,\ said first and second links 
fold on top of each other and are disposed in a cavity 
formed by said body portion wrth said panel being overlaid 
thereon. 

12. The luggage article of Claim 5, wherein 
each of said female tubes includes an 

opening, said movable detent being constructed to 
automatically engage into said operting when said handle 
is moved from said retracted positicm to said extended 
position thus locking said handle iVito said extended 
position; and 

said movable detent disengages from said 
opening thus unlocking said handle in order to move said 
handle away from said extended position, \ said movable 
detent being disengaged when said button isXmoved. 
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The luggage article of Claim 5, wherein 
said button includes: 
a housing; 

a first tab and a second tab movably 
mounted inXsaid housing, said first cable being attached 
to said first tab and said second cable being attached to 
said second ^able; and 
y \ a pushbutton operatively associated 

^ with said firstXtab and said second tab, whereby movement 

^10 of said pushbutton causes responsive movement of said tabs 
and thus said ckbles in order to move said movable 
detents . 

14. The liiagage article of Claim 13, wherein 
said tabs each include engagement openings 

15 formed therein, said Engagement openings including a 
sloped pilot surface; \ 

said pushbutton includes a first projection 
having a pilot surface anova second projection having a 
pilot surface, said pilot surfaces of said projections 
20 engaging against said pilot surfaces of said engagement 
openings taken said pushbuttons is pushed in so that said 
tabs are drawn towards each other in order to move said 
cables and thus said movable det)snts. 

15. The luggage articleXsf Claim 14, including 
25 a pushbutton spring biasing said pushbutton 

in a first position wherein said movable detent projects 
from said male tube. 

16. The luggage article of Claim 5, wherein 
said button is a spring biased pushbutton 

3 0 which engages a camming means when said\ pushbutton is 
pushed down, said camming means rotating ^bout a pivot 
point and causing responsive movement of sard cable. 
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The luggage article of Claim 1, wherein 
said second roller means is a caster. 

The luggage article of Claim 17 , wherein 
said caster comprises: 

a caster frame rotatably attached to 
said wheeled \>anel mechanism; 

\ a wheel axially rotatably mounted to 

said caster frame, said wheel having an axis of rotation 
generally perpendicular to an axis of rotation of said 
caster frame; and 

Isaid caster frame being (i) freely 
rotatable about its axis of rotation when said wheel bears 
against a surface and\ (ii) oriented in a predetermined 
position when said whe^el is not bearing against said 
surface. 

19. The luggage\article of Claim 18, wherein 
said wheeled^ panel mechanism includes 
guiding means, a portion of said caster frame being guided 
by said guiding means when said, wheel is lifted from said 
surface so as to position said caster frame in said 
predetermined position. 
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20. The caster of Claim\l9, wherein 

said caster frame includes a rod extending 

from said wheel through said guiding means , said rod 

including a pin; and 

said guiding means beingXconstructed and 

arranged for guiding said pin to orient \said wheel and 

said wheel frame in said predetermined position. 
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The caster of Claim 20, where: 
said guiding means has a\ 
cross-section for guiding said pin. 



V-shape 
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\22. The caster of Claim 21, wherein 
\ said retractable portion includes a biasing 
means to bras said wheel and said caster frame into said 
predetermined position when said wheel is not bearing 
against said surface. 

\ 

23- The caster of Claim 18, wherein 

sadd caster frame includes (i) a swivel and 
(ii) a wheel f rameSconnecting said swivel with said wheel, 
said wheel frame being pivotably mounted to said swivel 
so that when said r,^tractable portion is stored, said 
wheel and said caster^ frame can be positioned so as to 
occupy less space thaiA^a wheel and caster frame without 
said pivotably mounted ^ate. 

24. A wheele^X panel mechanism for use in 
association with an article including a handle movable 
between a retracted position and an extended position, 
said wheeled panel mechanism :^ncluding a pivotably mounted 
panel having a rolling means\^said rolling means being 
selectively deployed or not deployed when said handle is 
moved from said retracted positi!'on. 

25. The mechanism of Claim 24, wherein 

said wheeled panel \mechanism includes a 
body portion and linkage means connecting said body 
portion to said pivotably mounted pan^- 

26. The mechanism of Claim 2^, wherein 

said wheeled panel mechanism includes a 
slider mechanism movable in said body portion, said slider 
mechanism causing movement of said pivotably mounted panel 
between a deployed position where said roliSing means are 
deployed and a nondeployed position where said rolling 
means are not deployed. \ 
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27. The mechanism of Claim 26, including 

a belt having a first end attached to said 
body portion and a second end attached to said linkage 
means, saidXbelt being operatively associated with said 
slider mechanism so that movement of said slider mechanism 
causes movement of said linkage means. 
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28. The mechanism of Claim 27, including 

said slider mechanism includes a 
first roller; \/ 

a second roller mounted to said body 
portion; \^ 

a third\roller spaced apart from said 
second roller and also mounted to said body portion; and 

said be lt\^ engaging against said first, 
second and third rollers in order to translate movement 
of said slider mechanism to movement of said pivotably 
mounted panel in order to move said pivotably mounted 
panel between said deployed position and said nondeployed 
position. 
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The mechanism ofXciaim 28, including 
said linkage means includes a first link 



and a second link, said first liAk is pivotably mounted 
to said panel and said second link\^and said second link 
is pivotably mounted to said first link and said body 
portion, whereby when said pivotablyXmounted panel is in 
said nondeployed position, said first and second links 
fold on top of each other and are disposed in a cavity 
formed by said body portion with said panel being overlaid 
thereon. 
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30. A luggage article including a handle 
movable ^rom a retracted position to an extended position, 
said handle including detent means comprising: 

a detent mechanism including a detent 
housing and movable detent; 

a button mounted in said handle; and 
a cable connecting said button to said 
detent such thatv movement of said button causes corre- 
W spending movementXof said movable detent which in turn 

10 permits movement of said handle from said extended 
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position to said retr;^c.ted position. 



O 31. The luggage article of Claim 30, wherein 

^ said handle includes a pair of spaced apart 

HI female tubes secured to a\frame of said luggage article; 

§ 15 and 

□ a pair of 'male tubes, each of which is 

^ slidingly engaged in respective female tubes, said 

male tubes being joined by a gripping portion at one end 
thereof and each having a free ^Tid opposite said gripping 
20 portion. 

32. The luggage articleXof Claim 31, wherein 
each of said female tubes includes an 

opening, said detent being construc^d to automatically 
engage into said opening when said haiidle is moved from 

25 said retracted position to said extended position thus 
locking said handle into said extended ^sition; and 

said detent disengages from said opening 
thus unlocking said handle in order to move said handle 
away from said extended position, said detent being 

30 disengaged when said button is moved. 

33. The luggage article of Claim 3o\^ wherein 
said button is a spring biased pushbutton 

which engages a camming means when said pushbutton is 



- 25 - 



m 



m 
o 

□ 



10 



15 



20 



25 



pusned down, said camming means rotating about a pivot 
po^njl^^^d causing responsive movement of said cable. 

34. A caster for an item including 
retractable portion, said caster comprising: 

a caster frame attached to said retractable 




a wheel rotatably mounted to saicx caster 



portion; 
frame; and 

said wheel and said caster ^rame being 
(i) freely rotatable .about an axis of rotation generally 
perpendicular to an axis of rotation of sai^ wheel mounted 
in said caster frame when said wheel/bears against a 
surface and (ii) oriented in a predete^ined position when 
said wheel is not bearing against said surface. 

35. The caster of ClaM 34, wherein 

said retractable /portion including guiding 
means, a portion of said castei/ frame being guided by said 
guiding means when said wheelr is lifted from said surface 
so as to position said caster frame in said predetermined 
position. 

36. The caster of Claim 35, wherein 

said ca4ter frame includes a rod extending 
from said wheel through said guiding means, said rod 
including a pin; ai 

sai^ guiding means being constructed and 
arranged for guijtling said pin to orient said wheel and 
said wheel fram^ in said predetermined position. 
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37. 



cross-secti< 



The caster of Claim 36, wherein 
said guiding means has a 
for guiding said pin. 



V-shape 
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38. The caster of Claim 37, wherei 
said retractable portion includes a biasing 

means to bias said wheel and said caster frjame into said 
predetermined position when said wheel ys not bearing 
against said surface. 

39. The caster of Claim 34 -/wherein 
said caster frame inciydes (i) a swivel and 

(ii) a wheel frame connecting said swivel with said wheel, 
said wheel frame being pivotably /mounted to said swivel 
so that when said retractable yportion is stored, said 
wheel and said caster frame can be positioned so as to 
occupy less space than a wheel and caster frame without 
said pivotably mounted plate. 



A caster / for an item, said caster 
frame rotatably attached to said 
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40. 

comprising: 

a ca£ 

item; 

a whefel axial ly rotatably mounted to said 
caster frame, saia wheel having an axis of rotation 
generally perpendicular to an axis of rotation of said 
caster frame ; aria 

/said caster frame being (i) freely 
rotatable abotfc its axis of rotation when said wheel bears 
against a sytface and (ii) oriented in a predetermined 
position wljfen said wheel is not bearing against said 
surface. 

Al. The caster of Claim 40, wherein 

said item includes guiding means, a portion 
of saicf caster. frame being guided by said guiding means 
when said wheel is lifted from said surface so as to 
posit'ion said caster frame in said predetermined position. 
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42. The caster of Claim 41, wherei/ 

said caster frame includes a >rod extending 

from said wheel through said guiding m^ans, said rod 

including a pin; and 

said guiding means bei^g constructed and 

arranged for guiding said pin to opaent said wheel and 

said caster frame in said predeterjnined position. 
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The caster of Cladm 42, wherein 
said guiding / means has a 
cross-section for guiding said pin. 
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44. The caster /of Claim 43, wherein 

said retrafctable portion includes a biasing 
means to bias said wheel and said wheel frame into said 
predetermined position when said wheel is not bearing 
against said surfac;! 
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(ii) a wheel 
said wheel 
so that w 
wheel an< 



occupy 
said 



45. The caster of Claim 40, wherein 

aid caster frame includes (i) a swivel and 
ame connecting said swivel with said wheel, 
ame being pivotably mounted to said swivel 
en said retractable portion is stored, said 
said caster frame can be positioned so as to 
Less space than a wheel and caster frame without 
mounted plate. 



ivotably 



A pushbutton device for a mechanism 
including \v movable detent having attached thereto a 

cable, said cable being attached to a camming means, said 

\ \\ 

pushbutton devrcfeXincluding a spring biased pushbutton 
that engages sai^^amming means when said pushbutton is 
pushed down, said camming means rotating about a pivot 
point and causing responsive movement of said cable and 
said movable detent. 



• 
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47bf The device of Claim 46, wherein 

^^fr'^said mechanism includes a pair of movable 
detents eaclyj having attached thereto a separate cable ^ 
each of said cables being attached to a separate camming 
means. ^ 





